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The Montana National Guard Association (MTNGA) is proud to announce the 
inaugural Montana Capitol Summit, a unique professional development 
opportunity designed to educate, connect, and empower the next 
generation of Montana National Guard leaders. 

Modeled after the National Guard Association of the United States (NGAUS) Capitol Summit in 
Washington, D.C., the Montana Capitol Summit will provide selected Montana National Guard officers 
with an immersive introduction to state government, the legislative process, and professional military 
advocacy. The goal is to develop officers who are more knowledgeable and confident in Montana 
legislative affairs and engagement, including an understanding of legislative structure and 
procedures, providing testimony, advocacy, and the issues affecting the Montana National Guard 
and MTNGA. 

Participants will learn the legislative process from the ground up—how an idea becomes 
legislation, how the Montana Legislature operates, how budgets and policy decisions affect the 
National Guard, and how Guard members can appropriately and effectively engage with elected 
officials. Just as importantly, participants will learn how MTNGA serves as the professional voice of 
Montana’s National Guard officers, providing an organized and credible means to ensure the 
concerns and priorities of our members are heard by decision-makers at the state and national levels. 

Throughout the Summit, participants will have opportunities to engage directly with senior 
leaders from the Montana National Guard, members and leaders of the Montana State Legislature, 
representatives from the Governor’s Office, MTNGA leadership, and other professionals involved in 
public policy and advocacy. These interactions will provide participants with perspectives that cannot 
be gained in a classroom alone and will demonstrate the important relationship between military 
leadership, state government, and professional associations. 

The Summit will also emphasize professional networking and relationship building. Participants 
will connect with peers from across the Montana Army and Air National Guard, senior military leaders, 
elected officials, public servants, and members of the professional community. Attendees will gain a 
better understanding of the value of professional organizations and why participation matters 
throughout an officer’s career. For National Guard officers, MTNGA is our professional organization—
and an important mechanism for collectively advocating for our Soldiers, Airmen, families, missions, 
and future force. 

Programming is expected to include instruction on Montana's legislative structure, lawmaking 
procedures and timelines, legislative engagement and testimony, current state and national issues 
affecting the Guard, and the MTNGA/NGAUS resolution and advocacy process. The Summit is 
planned in conjunction with the MTNGA State Conference, allowing participants to apply what they 
learn while engaging with association leaders, legislators, and conference speakers. 

The inaugural 2027 Montana Capitol Summit will be highly selective, with approximately 10 
Montana National Guard officers chosen from a competitive applicant pool. The program is intended 
primarily for emerging officers in the O1–O4 and W1–W3 grades who have an interest in leadership, 
state government, policy, advocacy, or becoming more engaged in the professional association that 
represents Montana’s National Guard officers. Applications are anticipated to open in Fall 2026. 

 

 



Why Apply? 

• Gain a working understanding of the Montana legislative process and state government. 
• Learn how legislation, policy, and funding decisions affect the Montana National Guard 

and its members. 
• Engage directly with MTNG senior leaders, state legislators, the Governor’s Office, and 

association leadership. 
• Develop skills in legislative engagement, advocacy, testimony, and communicating with 

elected officials. 
• Learn how MTNGA and NGAUS turn member priorities into organized advocacy at the 

state and national levels. 
• Build relationships with fellow officers and expand your professional network across the 

Montana National Guard and state government. 
• Better understand the importance of joining and actively participating in professional 

organizations throughout your career. 
• Become better prepared to advocate for the Soldiers, Airmen, families, missions, and 

future of the Montana National Guard. 

Your commission makes you an officer. Your professional development 
makes you a better leader. Your professional association gives you a 
voice. 

The Montana Capitol Summit is an opportunity to better understand how Montana 
government works, how decisions affecting our Guard are made, and how you can play a 
meaningful role in shaping the future of the Montana National Guard. 


